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What is claimed is : 



1. 



A compound of formula I 




wherein 



X is o>vgen or H* 

Y iS -CRR- in which 

R and R' are independently hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aralkyl or 
heteroaralkyl; 

R 1a is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, cycloalkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, aryl, aralkyl, 
heterocycly! or heteroaralkyl provided that Ri a is not 9H-carbazol-2-yt when Rs is 
methyl, m is aero or an integer of 1. n is zero, X is and Ri b , R3. R4 and Rs are 
hydrogen; 

Rib is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aralkyl, heteroaralkyl, aryl or heteroaryl; 

Rz is Rg-(CHR 7 ) P - in which 

Re is optionally substituted alky), cycloaikyl, aryl or heterocydyl; 

Rt Is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aryl, heteroaryl or aralkyl; 

p Is zero or an integer from 1 to 4; 

Ra and R4 are independently hydrogen, halogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aryl or 
heteroaryl; or 

Rd-C may be replaced by nitrogen; 

Rs is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aiyl, heteroaryl. aralkyl or heteroaralkyl; 
m and n are independently zero or an integer of 1 provided that the sum of m and n is 



not 2; 
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with proviso that when Ra, R* Re- R» R\ Rib and R 1a are hydrogen, X is H* m=0 and 
n=1 , then R2 is not -CH2-CH=CMe 2 or is not -CHz-Ph; or when m=1 and n=0. R 1a . 
Rib, R, R\ and R5 are hydrogen. X is Rz is CH 3 , then Ra is not hydrogen when R* 
is hydrogen or Ra is not Me when R4 is i-Pro, or Ra is not n-Pr when R* is Et or R3 is 
not i-Pr when is Et or Ra is not WPr when is n-Pr. or Ra is not i-Pr when R* is i- 
Pr; or when m=0 and n=0 or m=1 and n=0, R« f R* R3. R and R' are hydrogen, R 2 Is 
CHa, X is Hz, R la is hydrogen, Ri b is not carbazolyl; or when m=0 and rv*0, Rs. R*. Ra, 
R and R' are hydrogen, Rz is CH3, X is Ha, Ri a is hydrogen. R, b is not fiuorenyl; or 
when n=0 and m=1 , Rib, Ria, R. R', Ra and R» are hydrogen. Ra is CH3. X is H* R© is 
not carbazolyl; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical Isomer thereof, or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

2. A compound according to daim 1 wherein 

Y is -CRR- in which R and R' are hydrogen; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical Isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

3. A compound according to claim 2 wherein 
m and n are zero; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

4. A compound according to claim 3 of fbrmula IA 




(IA) 



Rib ^ 

wherein 

X Is oxygen or Hi 
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R 1a Is lower alkyl, aryl or heteroaryl provided that R l3 is not 9H-cart>azol-2-yi when R a 
Is methyl, p is zero. X is Hz, and R, b . Ra. R» and Rs are hydrogen; 

R 1b is hydrogen, lower alkyl- aralkyl or heteroaralkyl; 

Re Is cydoalkyl. aryl or heteroaryl; 



or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof, 

5. A compound according to claim 4 wherein 
R 1a is monocyclic aryl; 

Rid is hydrogen, lower alkyl or aralkyl; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

6. A compound according to claim 5 of formula IB 



wherein 

X is oxygen or H2; 

Rib is hydrogen, lower alkyl or aralkyl; 
Ra is cycloalkyl, aryl or heteroaryl; 
R T is hydrogen or lower alkyl; 
p Is zero or an integer of 1 or 2; 



R 7 is hydrogen or lower alkyl; 
. p is' zero or an Integer of 1 or 2; 
Rs, R4 and Rs are hydrogen; 




(IB) 
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Re, Rg and R 10 are independently hydrogen, hydroxy, halogen, cyano, nrtro, 
trifluoromethyl, optionally substituted alkyl. cydoalkyl, optionally substituted amino, 
alkoxy, alKylthf o. carboxy, sulfonyl, carbamoyl, aryl, aryloxy, arylthio or heterocyclyl; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof, or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

7. A compound according to ciaim 6 of wherein 
X is oxygen or Hi 

Ru is hydrogen, lower alkyl or aralkyl; 
Re is cydoalkyl, aryl or heteroaryi; 
R 7 Is hydrogen or lower alkyl; 
pis an Integer of 1; 
R a is hydrogen; 

Re is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or trifluoromethyl; 

R 10 Is halogen, cyano or trifluoromethyl; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a dlastereomer thereof: or a mixture of 
diastereonriers thereof; or an optical Isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical Isomers thereof. 

8. A compound according to claim 7 wherein 
X is oxygen; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

9. A compound according to dalm 7 wherein ^ 

Ra is C^cycloalkyl. monocyclic aryl or monocyclic heteroaryi; 

or a pharmaceufically acceptable salt thereof; or a diastereomer thereof, or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

10. A compound according to claim 7 wherein 
R 10 is located at the 3-position; 



*4M 
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or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof: or a dlastereomer thereof; or a mixture of 
diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers thereof. 

11. A compound according to claim 1 which is selected from: 
4HF-CydopropylmBthyW-o»^ 



4^.AI1yl^xo-5,6.7.8-tetrahyd^ 

4^6-Oxo-7^ropyl^,6J l 84etrahydro-imidazo[1,5^]pyiazin-5-yl)-ten^ 
4-(7-lsopropyl-6K)xc^5,67.8-tetrahydro^midazo[1 > 5-alpyra 
4^.|2^4-Fluoro-phenyl>ethyT^6<»xo-5,67,8-tetrahydrcwmldazD 
benzonitrile; 

4-T7-(3-MorphoKn^-yl-propyl)-6K*^ 
benzonitrile; 

7-(4-Methoxy-benzyO-5-(4-^ 
4H7-(4-Memyl-benzyl)-5^xo-5.6,7.^tetrahydroHmidaro 

4_r7-(4-Chloro-benz^)-6-oxc^,6J.8-tet!^ 

4-t6-Oxo-7-(4-trifluaromethyl-benzyl)- 5,B,7.8-tetrahydrD-im!dazD[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-5-y1>-benzo 
nitrile; 

4^6-Oxo-7K3-niemyl-berEyI)-5A7,8-tBtraiTydro-lrTUdaz^ 

4-[6-Oxo-7-(4-fluoro-benzyl)- 5,B,7,8-tBtrahydro-lmidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-5-yl>-benzon"rtrl]e; 

4-[6-Oxo-7-(3-trifluoromethyl-benzyl>- 5,B,7 f 8-tetrahydro-imidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazln-5-yl)- 
benzooitrile; .-. 

4-[6-Oxa-7-(3, 4-dichloro-benzyl)- 5,6.7.8-tetrahydrcH*midazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-5-yr)-benzonitiile; 

4-(7-Cyclopropyl-6-oxo-5,ej,8-tetrahydix^imidazo[1,5-a]pyraa 

4-(7-(^ohexyl-6-oxc-5A7.8-tetrahydi^ 

4-(7-Cydopentyl-6-oxo-5.6X8-tetrahydrT^ 

4-(7-(2-Methoxyethyl)-6^o-5.eX8-^^ 



4-(7^MethyW<ixo^.6J^ 

4-r7-Benzyi-6-oxc-5.6 J,8^etrahydrCHrnidazol1 ,5-a]pyrazin-5-yi>benzonitrilB; 
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4^-(3-Methoxypropyl)-6-oxD-5.6^ 

4- (6-Oxo-7*yridln^ylmethyl-5.ej>te^^ 
7-Benzyl-5-phenyt-7,8-dlhydro-imidazot1 ,5-alpyrazin-6-one; 
7-Mettiyl-5-pheny1-7,8-dihydro-imidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5- (4^romo^henyO-7^ethyl-7^ 
^(4-Bromo-phenyl>T-C4-me^^ 

S-C^Bromo-phenyO-TH^dopropylmethyl^.BKlihydro-irnidazotl .5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

7-Benzyf-5-(4-bromo-phenyl)-7 F 8-dihydro-imidazo[1,5-a]pyTazin-6-<)ne; 

5-(4-Bromo^heny1>7-(4-cMoro-beru^ 

5-(4-Sremoi>henyl)-7-(4^rifliOT 

5^4-Bromo-phenylV7-(4^ethoxy-pheny1H^ 

5^4-Bromc>phenylH-(^fl uo ^P hene toy^^ 

5-(4-Bromo-phenyl)-7-(4-fluoro-benzyl)-7.8-dihydro-trTiidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-B-onB; 

5-(3-Bromo-phenyi)-7-memy!-7,8-dihydn>imidazo[1.5-a]pyrazin-e-one; 

5-(3-Bromo-pheny1)-7-c^Iohej^7.8-dihydrx>-imidazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5-(3-BromoV»enyl)-7-(^ f S-alpyrazin-6-one: 

5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-c^IopropyImethyl-7,8-dto^ 

7-Benzy!-5K3-bromo-phenyl)-7,8-dihydro-imldazo[1,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5-(3-Bromo-phenylHK4^ethoxy-benzyl^^^ 

5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)-7^4-fJuoro4>en^^ 

M3-Bromo-phenyl)-7K4-chloix^ 

5^3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-(4-methyl-be^ 

5-(3-BromcKphenylK-(4-tr1fluorom^ 

5^3-Bromo^henyl)-7-(3-trifluon3metty^ 

5-<3-Biomo-phenyl)-7-(3-fluoro-benzy^ 

5K3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-(3^emyl-benz^^ 
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■ 

5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-(phenethylH.^fo^ 
5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-(4-methoxy-phene 

5-(3-Bromo-pheny1)-7-(4-chloroi3hOT^ 

5-(3-Bromo-phenyl>7K3-chlorc>-phenettiyl)-7,8-<lihydro-lmidazD[1 .5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
>(3uBromo-phenylKH4-memyl-phenethyl)-7,8-dihyd ,5-a]pyraziiv6-one; 

5-(3^romcHPh^ylK^^ 
5-(3^ronu>-phenyl)-7-thiophen-2^^ 
5-(3-Biomo-phenyl)-7-1\jran-2-ylme^ 
5-(3^romo-pheny1)-7-thtaphen-3-ylmeth^ 

5-(3-Bn^o-phenyI>7-furan-3-ylmethyl-7 T 8-dIhydro-jrnidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

5-(3-Bromo-phenylh7-pyridin-3-y^ 

5-(3-Bromo-pher^)-7-pyridir>-2-ylmeth^^^ 

5^3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-pyridin-4-yImethyl-7.8-dihydro-imidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 
5<3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-cyclohexyImethy1-7,8-dity^ 

4_[5_(3_B ro mo-phenyl)-6-oxo-5,6-dIhydro^ 
carboxylic add t-butyl esten <. ~. -: ■ 

5<3-Bromo-pheny1)-7-piperidin-4-ylmeth^ 

CR)-5-(3-Bramo-phenyl)-7-((R)-1-phenyl-ethyO-7, 8-dihydro-imIdazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

(SJ-S-ta-Bromo-phenyl^-W/^-l-phenyl-ethyl^,, 8-diJiydro-imidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

(R)-5-(3-Bromo-phenyI)-7-((S)-1-PhenyJ-ethyi)-7. 8-dihydru-imidazo[1 ,5-aJpyrazJn-6-one; 

(S)-5-(3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-((S)-1-phenyl-ethyl)-7, 8-dihydro-imldazo[1 ,5-aJpyrazin-6-one; 

(R^5-(4-Bromo-phenyl)-7-((/?)-1-phenyI-ethyl)-7. 8-dihydro-im!dazoI1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

(S)-5-(4-B^3mo-phe^yl)-7-((«)-1-pllenyl-ethyl^7. 8-dihydro-imidazo[1 ,5-aJpyrazin-6-one; 

(R)-5-(4-Bromo-pheny1)-7-((S)-1-phenyl-ethyl)-7. 8-dihydro-ImidazoI1 ,5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

(S)-5-(4-Bromo-phenyl)-7-((S)-1-phenyl-ethyl)-7. 8-dihydro-imidazo[1 .5-a]pyrazin-6-one; 

4-[(R)-6-Oxo-7- ((S}-1 -phenyl-ethyl)-5,6 T 7.84elrahydro-imidazo[1 ,5-a]pyrazin-5-yl]- 
benzonitrile; 
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4-[(5)-6<>xo-7^(5M^henyl-ethylV5^ 
benzonitrile; 

7-Benzyt-7,8^ihydroHmida»[1,5^^^ 
7-(4-MethyH>enzyl)-7^ .S-aJpyrazin-S-ane; 



3-|7,(4-Fiuoro*enzy!^ 

3^-(4^h!oro^en^)-6^xo-5 > 67,8-tBtrahydro-im 
3-[7-(4-Methoxy4>enzyl)-^ 
3-[7-(4-Ruoro-phenethyi)^<>x^ 
3-C7-Phenemyl-6^xo-5.6 f 7.8-te^^ 

3- (7^dopropylmethyl-6-rao^ 
5-(4M2h!oro-biphenyl^yl)-7-(4-me^ 
7-(4-Methoxy-benzyl)^-(4~thto^^ 

7-Cyc!oprqpy!methy!-5-(4-thiaphen-3-yl-phenyI}-7 i 8-dihydro4mida2X5[1 ,STa]pyrazin-6-one; 

7-Benzy!^4-fluoiT>Wph^^ 

5-BIphenyl^yl-7-(4-fluorc^ 

7^enzyl-5~biphenyW-yt-7 # 8-dihyd^ 

Methyl ^^-benzyl^-oxo^^S^.S-tetrahydrcHmidazon P 5-a]pyrazln-5-yl)-beinzDate; 

4- (7-BenzyI-5^ethyl^<)Xo-5 T 6 T 7,8-teirahydrt>.im 

5- (4-Bromc^phenyl)-7-cydopropylme^^ 

5^3-Bromo-phenyl)-7-cyc!opropylmet^^ 

5-(4-Bromo-pheny^7-(4-fl^ 

4-[7-(4-Fluoro-benzyl)-5-m 
benzonitrile; 



7-(4-FIuorobenzy1)-7,8-dthydro-imidazo[1 ,5-aJpyrazln-6-one; 

3-(7^nzy«-c»ri>^ 

3-p^4-Melhyl^enzyl)^^ 




« k ir-uFsp-n r^i i r- r » i « 
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4^(R)-7H](S)-1-(4~Huoto-p^^ .5- 
a]pyrazirv5-yI>-benzomtrile; 

4- ((5)-7-[(S)-1 -(4-Fluoio-phenyl)^thyfl-5^eth^^ .5- 
a]pyrazlrv5-yl}-benzDnltriIe; 

5- Benzyl^(4-bromcHpheriy1)-7K4^ 

4- (5,743ibenzyl-^xo^ i e i 7 t 8-tieirah 

4^5-Benzyl-7-c^opropylmeth^ 
benzonitrile; 

5- (4-Bromophenyl)-7-(4-methoxy-ben^^ 

4-(S-Benzyl-7-oxD^7.8 l 9-tetrahydrt>5H-ImidaOT ,5-a][l ,4]diazepln-5-y!)»benzDnttriIe; and 

4K8-CycIopropyimethyl-7-oxo^,7A^ .5-a][1 T 4]diazepin-5-yl)- 

benzonHrile; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of 
optical Isomers thereof. 

12. A method for the inhibition of aldosterone synthase activity in mammals which 
method comprises administering to a mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective 
amount of a compound of formula I 




0) 



wherein 

• >■ 

X is oxygen or H*; 

Yls -CRR - in which 

R and R' are independently hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aralkyl or 
heteroaralkyl; 

Ria is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyli cydoalkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, aryl. aralkyl, 
heterocydyl or heteroaralkyl provided that R la is not 9H~carbazol-2-yi when Re is 
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methyl, m is zero or an Integer of 1 . n Is zero. X is H* and Ri b , R3. R« and Rs are 
hydrogen; 

R 1b is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aralkyl. heteroaralkyl, aryl or heteroaryl; 

Rz is Ra-(CHR7)p- in which 

R» is optionally substituted alkyl, cycloaikyl, aryl or heterocydyl; 

Rt is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aryl, heteroaryl or aralkyl; 

p is zero or an integer from 1 to 4; 

Ra and R» are independently hydrogen, halogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aryl or 
heteroaryl; or 

tVC may be replaced by nitrogen; 

Rs is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl, aryl. heteroaryl, aralkyl or heteroaralkyl; 

m and n are independently zero or an Integer of 1 provided that the sum of m and n is 
not 2; 

or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, or a diastereomer thereof, or a mixture 
of diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical isomers 
thereof. 

13. - '■ A method for the prevention and/or treatment of conditions associated with 
aldosterone synthase activity in mammals which method comprises administering to a 
mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective amount of a compound as defined in 
daim 12. 

14. The method according to claim 13, which method comprises administering said 
compound in combination with a therapeutically effective amount of anti-obesity agent, anti- 
hypertensive agent, inotropic agent or hypolipidemic agent „. - 

15. A method for the treatment of hypokalemia, hypertension, congestive heart failure, 
atheiosderosis, coronary heart diseases and post myocardial infarction, which method 
comprises administering to a mamma! in need thereof a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound as defined in daim 12. 
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16. A method for the treatment of restenosis. Increased formation of collagen, fibrosis, 
and remodeling following hypertension and endothelial dysfunction, which method comprises 
administering to a mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective amount of a compound 
as defined in claim 12. 

17. A method for the treatment of renal failure and nephropathy, which method 
comprises administering to a mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective amount of a 
compound as defined in claim 12L 

18. A method for the treatment of syndrome X and obesity, which method comprises 
administering to a mammal in need thereof a therapeutically effective amount of a compound 
as defined in claim 12. 

1 9. Use of a compound of formula I 



X is oxygen or 

Yis-CRR'-in which 

R and R' are independently hydrogen, optionally substituted alky!, aralkyi or 
heteroaralkyl; 

R 1a is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. cycloalkyl. alkenyl, alkynyl, aryl, aralkyi. 
heterocydyl or heteroaralkyl provided that Rna is not 9H-carbazol-2-yl when R* is 
methyl, m is zero or an integer of 1, ri is zero, X is Ha, and R^. Ra, R4 and Re are 
hydrogen; 

R 1b is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aralkyi, heteroaralkyl. a*yl or heteroaryl; 

Rz is R^CHR/V in which 

Rb is optionally substituted alkyi. cydoalkyl, aryl or heterocydyl; 

R 7 is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aryl, heteroaryl or aralkyi; 




wherein 
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p is zero or an integer from 1 to 4; 
Rg and R* are Independently hydrogen, halogen, optionally substituted alkyl. or 
heteroaryl; or 

R4-C may be replaced by nitrogen; 

Re is hydrogen, optionally substituted alkyl. aryl, heteroaryl. aralkyf or heteroaralkyl; 

in and n are independently zero or an integer of 1 provided that the sum of m and n is 
not 2; or "a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof; or a diastareomer thereof; ora 
mixture of diastereomers thereof; or an optical isomer thereof; or a mixture of optical 
isomers thereof, 

for the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of conditions 
associated with aldosterone synthase activity. 

20. A compound of formula 1 as defined in claim 1 9, for use as a medicament, with 
proviso that when m=0 and n=0 or m=1 and n=0, Rs. R* Ra, R and R' are hydrogen, Rg is 
CHb. X is H 2 , Ria is hydrogen, then Ri b Is not carbazolyl; or when m=0 and n=0, Rs. R* Ra. R 
and R' are hydrogen. Rz is CH* X is Ha, Ri* is hydrogen, then Ri b is not fluorenyl; or when 
n=0 and m=T. Ru* R, a , R, R\ Ra and R* are hydrogen, R* is CH a , X is Hz. then Rs is not 



.-; 23 ;« • • A pharmaceutical composition comprising a therapeutically effective amount of a - 
compound of formula I as defined in claim 19, in combination with one or more 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carriers, with proviso that when m=0 and n=0 or m=1 and n=0, 
Rs, R* R3. R and R' are hydrogen, Ra Is CHa. X is H 2 , Ria is hydrogen, then R, h is not 
carbazolyl; or when m=0 and n=0. Re. R4, R3, R and R' are hydrogen, Rz is CH3, X is H z , R ta 
is hydrogen, then Rib is not fluorenyl; or when n=0 and m=1, Ri*. Ria, R, R\ R3 and R* are 
hydrogen, Rz is CH 3s X is Hz, then R5 is not carbazolyl. 

22. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a therapeutically Effective amount of a 
compound of formula I as defined in claim 19 in combination with a therapeutically effective 
amount of anti-obesity agent, anti-hypertensive agent, inotropic agent or hypolipidemic 
agent 

23. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 21 or 22 for the treatment of 
hypokalemia, hypertension, congestive heart failure, atherosclerosis, coronary heart 
diseases, post myocardial infarction, restenosis, increased formation of collagen, fibrosis. 



carbazolyl. 
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remodeling following hypertension and endothelial dysfonction, renal failure, nephropathy, 
syndrome X and obesity. 

24. A pharmaceutical composition according to daim 21 or 22. for use as medicament 

25. Use of a pharmaceutical composition according to claim 22 for the preparation of a 
medicament for the treatment of conditions associated with aldosterone synthase activity. 

26. Use of a pharmaceutical composition comprising a therapeutically effective amount 
of a compound of formula I as defined in claim 1 9, in combination with one or more 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carriers, for the preparation of a medicament for the treatment 
of conditions associated with aldosterone synthase activity. 

27. Use according to any one of claims 19 or 25 to 26 wherein the conditions associated 
with aldosterone synthase activity Is selected from hypokalemia, hypertension, congestive 
heart failure, atherosclerosis, coronary heart diseases, post myocardial infarction, 
restenosis, increased formation of collagen, fibrosis, remodeling following hypertension and 
endothelial dysfunction, renal failure, nephropathy, syndrome X and obesity. 




